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Ethics Policy

1) General Prohibitions (R.S. 42:1111 -1121)

NOTE: The following is a synopsis of some of the key provisions of

the Code of Governmental Ethics. It is only a summary. References to

provisions that do not affect hospital service districts have been

deleted. For the official text of the provisions described below and for

the text of other provisions of the Code, including information relative

to exceptions to these general restrictions, refer to the Code at LSA

R.S. 42:1101 et seq.

The Code of Governmental Ethics prohibits the:

A. 1111A - Receipt of a thing of economic value from a source other than the

governmental entity for the performance of official duties and responsibilities.

B. 1110(1 )(a) - Receipt of a thing of economic value for the performance of a

service substantially related to public duties or which draws on non-public

information.

0. 1111 C(2)(d) - Receipt of a thing of economic value by a public servant for

services rendered to or for the following:

1) persons who have or are seeking to obtain a contractual or other business

or financial relationship with the public servant's agency;

2) persons who are regulated by the public employee's agency;

or

3) persons who have substantial economic interests which may be

substantially affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public

employee's official duties.
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These same restrictions apply to the public servant's spouse and to any

legal entity in which the public servant exercises control or owns an

interest in excess of 25%.

D. 1115 - Elected officials and public employees are prohibited from soliciting or

accepting a gift from the following persons:

1) persons who have or are seeking to obtain a contractual or other business

or financial relationship with the public servant's agency; or

2) persons who are seeking, for compensation, to influence the passage or

defeat of legislation by the public servant's agency

Public employees, not elected officials, are also prohibited from soliciting or

accepting a gift from the following persons:

1) persons who conduct operations or activities regulated by the public

employee's agency; or

2) persons who have substantial economic interests which may be

substantially affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public

employee's official duties.

The prohibition against soliciting or accepting a gift from certain persons, extends

to officers, directors, agents, or employees of such person.

The gift prohibition does not prohibit food or drink consumed as the personal

guest of the person providing the food or drink, including reasonable

transportation and entertainment incidental thereto. The person providing the

food and drink may not provide a public servant more than $60 of food and drink

per single event. The $60 limit does not apply to a gathering held in conjunction

with a meeting of a national or regional organization or a statewide organization

of government officials or employees, or to a public servant of a post-secondary

education attending a private fundraiser for the post-secondary institution.

The gift prohibition does not prohibit the receipt of promotional items having no

substantial resale value (i.e.: cups, hats, or pens with a company's logo).

E. 1111E - Receipt of a thing of economic value for assisting someone with a

transaction with the agency of the public servant.

F. 1112 - Participation by a public servant in a transaction involving the

governmental entity in which any of the following persons have a substantial

economic interest:

1) the public servant;

2) any member of his immediate family;

3) any person in which he has an ownership interest that is greater than the

interest of a general class;
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